Total ankle arthroplasty in the rheumatoid patient.
Total ankle replacement in the rheumatoid patient is a feasible and effective treatment for ankle arthritis. The benefits of ankle prosthesis are good pain relief, acceptable function, and patient satisfaction. It is a joint-sparing procedure for restoring functionality. All investigators of total ankle replacement feel that, as clinicians gain experience with the procedure and related products, difficulties and risks associated with the procedure will decline. Following an early history of failure and poor patient satisfaction, more recent results have shown promise.